There was a wound below the inferior costa of the right scapula, through which the air rushed violently. On He was now ordered to take a Saline Draught, with the Acetate of Ammonia, three times a-day.
On the sixth day, the adhesion of the wound had so far taken place, that the opening into the chest was completely closed. His cough has been very slight, and the expectoration has not been more copious than before the accident.
The cure proceeded very favourably under the use of free depletion, and on the twentieth day he was so far recovered as to request to be allowed to leave the hospital. He was shortly after dismissed, (December 23d.) Mr. Bell remarked, that the speedy and favourable termination of this case arose from the circumstance of the wound having taken on the adhesive process, and thus preventing the extension of inflammation through the cavity of the chest;* and that the frequent and effective blood-lettings, by preventing inflammation, must have greatly assisted in bringing about such a result.
